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parallel work presenting to the American public the rules,
principles, and doctrines of the leading foreign countries. But,
until in 1937 the Nazi insanity removed from the director-
ship of the world's then principal organization devoted to the
study of comparative law the director whose foresight and
leadership conceived and conducted it, it had seemed all but
impossible to find the right man for a task requiring so wide
and mature a background of learning and experience. The
opportunity thus offered to bring Doctor Rabel to this country
to do much to break down our isolationist legal attitudes was
unique. Doctor Rabel knows the private law systems of Ger-
man and Latin-American countries. He knows much of the
common law of the English-speaking peoples. Furthermore,
he has not only the law professor's knowledge of legal theory,
but the practical knowledge of the similarities and differences
in the application of the legal principles of different systems
to the solution of concrete legal problems.
Accordingly, in the spring of 1939, the American Law
Institute took steps to bring Dr. Rabel to the United States
with the guarantee of two years7 employment. He arrived in
this country in September, 1939, and at once began work pre-
paratory to the preparation of this treatise, of which the first
volume is now published. In the spring of 1942, his arrange-
ment with the Institute having been fulfilled, the Law School
of the University of Michigan gave him a position, which has
now enabled him to complete the first of the volumes con-
templated. His work in Michigan has been done under the
most fortunate surroundings, as he has had the active advice
and assistance from the point of view of a leading American
specialist in international law, Professor Hessel E. Yntema.
The present treatise is the confirmation of Doctor Rabel's
life work. Its primary purpose is to make a comparison of the
significant legal systems of conflict of laws with reference to
the specific problems arising in each topic. The first volume,